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Topics

What is Open Book? A brief review of each module Some ideas for data analysis



https://openbookny.com/
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/open-book-new-york





Checkbook

Budget





Update date

Bid protests







$670,215,006.03



Retrieving all available data

• Leave all search criteria blank and click Search.



$277,501,486,641.43
Row Labels Sum of SPENDING TO DATE
CAREMARKPCS HEALTH LLC $26,416,816,998.36
NEW YORK CITY OF $11,933,788,067.93
NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES CORPORATION $9,438,193,044.63
DS014 BANK OF NEW YORK $9,084,638,794.12
CAPITAL DISTRICT PHYSICIANS HEALTH PLAN INC $2,768,261,609.43
BEACON HEALTH OPTIONS INC $2,476,970,464.79
MAXIMUS INC $2,332,711,087.06
EXCELLUS HEALTH PLAN INC $1,979,195,857.72
POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK $1,865,210,962.78
CARDINAL HEALTH 110 LLC $1,847,264,293.92

Retrieving all available data





Update date





Retrieving all available data

• Run a search for any date range.
• Click Export Data
• Choose the Entire Fiscal Year radio button and download each .zip



Watch out for:

• SFS implementation – April 1, 2012

• Does not reconcile to other reports 
100% due to:
• Accounting differences
• Reporting constraints





Built-in reporting options

Bulk data downloads

Update date

Trend
up to 6 years

Comparison
up to 4 entities



Revenues and Expenditures Trend

Classes



Retrieved 2023-03-23



Expand/Collapse by clicking either      or blue heading

Level 1 Category

Level 2 Category

Account Code & Narrative





Revenues and Expenditures Comparison



Retrieving all available data



Watch out for:

• Similar entity names

• Changing fiscal year-end dates
(can cause short or extended years)

• Overlapping real property taxes
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/local-
government/data/overlapping-real-
property-tax-rates-and-levies-faqs

https://www.osc.state.ny.us/local-government/data/overlapping-real-property-tax-rates-and-levies-faqs
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/local-government/data/overlapping-real-property-tax-rates-and-levies-faqs
https://www.osc.state.ny.us/local-government/data/overlapping-real-property-tax-rates-and-levies-faqs


Town County 1 County 2
Albion Orleans Oswego
Ashland Chemung Greene
Brighton Franklin Monroe
Chester Orange Warren
Clinton Clinton Dutchess
Dickinson Broome Franklin
Franklin Delaware Franklin
Fremont Steuben Sullivan
Greenville Greene Orange
Lewis Essex Lewis

Pairs of towns with the same name





Update date





Retrieving all available data

• Run a search for any date range.
• Click Export Data
• Choose either 2007 – 2012 or 2012 – present. 
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Retrieving all available data

• Run a search for any data.
• Click Export Data
• Choose Excel or 
tab/comma-delimited



Some ideas for data analysis

• Which vendors do the most business with New York State agencies?

• Does my city/town spend a comparable amount to other cities/towns of the same size?

• How much did New York State pay out in tax refunds this month?

• How has state agency spending changed since COVID?
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github.sarahlauser.com

Icons via icons8.com

For a deeper dive into Local Government data, visit my GitHub: 

2023-03-24 Rockefeller Institute’s Local Government Lab
Local Government Data in Open Book New York

https://github.com/saritonin/nys-osc-openbook-lg

